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“Mercy is love that seeks to lessen the misery of others.”

— Bryan Thatcher, MD

Our LADY OF LAs LAJAS

By Bryan Thatcher, MD
I love to read about Marian apparitions and the saints. I

am always fascinated by the miracles that have occurred

over the years, and wonder why everyone is not a believer.
I read about one recently and found it truly amazing; and in
this one, like many, Our Lady has left a miracle that should
dissuade all doubt of her
love for all of us and the
Church.

Our Lady of Las Lajas

is the site of a miracle
that can still be witnessed
today on a mountainside
cliff in Colombia.

It happened in 1754
when a woman named
Maria was traveling from
her home in the village of
Potosi to the neighboring
village of Ipiales, which
was about six miles away.

Because of a storm, she
was forced to take refuge
in an overgrown grotto
that some locals felt was
inhabited by the devil.

Invoking the aid of
the Blessed Virgin, she
advanced into the dark-
ness and took her first
steps into the cave. She
began to move forward
when she felt someone,
or something, moving
directly behind her. Then
she felt a finger begin tapping her insistently on the shoulder.
Certain it was the devil himself, she fled out into the terrible
storm.

Maria had a young daughter named Rosa, a child who had
been a deaf-mute since birth. On another occasion she had
Rosa with her and, because of fatigue, she stopped for a rest
near the grotto. Her deaf-mute daughter shouted for her to
look at the mother with a little boy in her arms. Maria was
shocked that her daughter had spoken! The child was crawl-
ing up the rocks to the entrance of the grotto. Maria caught

up with her and took Rosa home.

Even though Maria did not understand what had happened,
she and Rosa would return occasionally to bring candle and
flowers to the spot. One day Maria could not find her daugh-
ter and returned to the grotto to see if she was there. When
she arrived, she saw Rosa playing with a handsome boy her

age, and watching over
them was a beautiful
woman. She knew it was
Our Lady and Jesus!

She did not tell any-
one of the experience,
and soon after Rosa
became ill and died.
Maria returned to the
grotto because of her
grief, hoping that another
miracle would occur,
that her daughter would
be brought back to life.
She prayed to Our Lady
for her intercession,
reminding her how Rosa
was faithful and used to
bring her flowers.

It was not long before
Maria’s prayers were
answered — Rosa woke
up as if she had been
asleep! Word of this
miracle spread quickly,
and the next day many
of the local people
joined in a procession
with their priests to give

thanks at the site of the apparition.

When they arrived at the grotto they were all stunned to see
a brilliant portrait (shown above) none had ever seen before.
Imprinted on the face of the cliff was an image of the Blessed
Mother and the Infant Jesus. Both were smiling sweetly. Our
Lady’s garments were beautiful, and to their right was an
image of Saint Dominic and on their left was Saint Francis of
Assisi. Mary was extending her hand toward Saint Dominic,
holding a Rosary. The Baby Jesus was holding a cord and

Please see page 2



CENACLES UPDATE

ALLEN, TExAs

Ofer Calilung wrote and told us:

Our Eucharistic Apostles of The Divine Mercy Cenacle Study group
formed at St. Jude Catholic Church in Allen, Texas. It is one of the
Adult Study Programs that are available at St. Jude’s, and is an integral
component of The Divine Mercy Ministry of the parish.

It was in early 2022 when we first conducted the EADM cenacle
group. I met Dr. Bryan Thatcher who happened to be in town conduct-
ing a Divine Mercy mission in neighboring parishes. The study is guided
by Dr. Thatcher’s Formation Cenacle Manual; inspired by the Diary of
St. Faustina; and encouraged by the teachings of the Sacred Scripture
and the Catechism of the Catholic Church. We complement our study
and discussions with videos and reflections from the Marian Fathers and
other sources. We thank our pastor, Fr. Andrew Semler, for his gracious
blessing and approval.

For many St. Jude parishioners, the Diary and St. Faustina’s marvelous
encounter with Jesus Christ were not unfamiliar. However, their excite-
ment and spiritual hunger for deeper learning and understanding of The
Divine Mercy message and devotion, and about St. Faustina, were phe-
nomenal. Many have joined the study. We have inducted 38 members as
Eucharistic Apostles of The Divine Mercy in our first year of the Cenacle
Study. We continue to gather more new members every year.

Our group realizes that the message is to be shared, and part of our
commitment is service to the Church. The EADM group has been
involved in various activities, including pastoral and ministerial activi-
ties; Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion and Pastoral Visitors
(PV) for the homebound parishioners and hospitals, including tele-
phone visits, Bible study, and Cenacle study extension to nursing home
facilities; promotion to increase attendance in the Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament; a Spiritual Bouquet Prayer Group; and prayer offer-
ing and reciting the Divine Mercy Chaplet for the sick and dying. We

are committed to fostering the Lord’s invitation and sharing the mes-
sage of His Infinite Mercy to the world, by living out the sacramental
life together and performing the spiritual and corporal works of mercy.

Every year, the Church celebrates the two main feasts for The Divine
Mercy. The Divine Mercy Sunday Feast celebration includes the nine-
day Novena leading to Mercy Sunday. We usually invite speakers to
talk about Divine Mercy Sunday, its significance, and the relevance of
Extraordinary Graces. The Eucharistic Holy Hour takes place on Mercy
Sunday afternoon, and fellowship follows. In addition, we celebrate St.
Faustina’s liturgical feast every Oct. 5. The celebration includes Mass,
Adoration, prayer, and fellowship.

I would like to pay tribute to our late beloved Deacon Ron Fejeran
who was our first mentor and spiritual guide in The Divine Mercy
Ministry. He had a special devotion to The Divine Mercy and he so
loved the story and Diary of St. Faustina. He was so instrumental in
bringing and spreading the loving mercy of Jesus Christ to all people
he encountered during his 32 years of Pastoral Care duties and respon-
sibilities at St. Jude Parish. We all have learned from him and were all
so blessed with his insights, prayers, and words of encouragement every
time he was in class during the EADM Cenacle study. The St. Jude
Parish community as well as the people of the community he lived in
and nurtured spiritually lost a holy man of God. Deacon Ron died on
the Feast of the Presentation, Feb. 2, 2024.

Today, we are so fortunate and equally blessed for having Fr. Ricardo
Regalado as our new spiritual guide and adviser. He was assigned to the
parish a year ago, and he happens to be a devotee of The Divine Mercy.
We love to have Fr. Ricardo and he loves to be a Eucharistic Apostle
of The Divine Mercy. Moreover, I am so grateful to the faithful and
dedicated first members of our EADM Cenacle group for their untiring
efforts, active participation in the Cenacle study, and support to The
Divine Mercy Ministry. Their faithfulness and devotion to the Divine
Mercy of Jesus Christ is so admirable and I truly appreciate it.

Having The Divine Mercy Ministry at St. Jude, coupled with the
EADM Cenacle study, has really brought more spiritual awareness in
the parish community. Many are secking deeper learning and under-
standing of trust in God and His unfathomable love and mercy. More
and more parishioners are learning in the Cenacle study that helps them
in their daily life, in prayer, devotion, and in spreading The Divine
Mercy message. It is a reflection in their “Way of Life.” The ABCs of
The Divine Mercy are so true: Ask for His mercy that you Be merciful
to others, and let God be in Charge.

When participants gather and learn in the Cenacle together, they tend
to share a common interest which is usually mission oriented. They share
their talents, time, and resources, and volunteerism is furthered.

Our LADY

offering it to St. Francis. These saints and their spiritual sons all played a
role in the conversion of people throughout Central and South America.
A blind priest desired to build a church at the site, and in 1764 con-
struction began. On the day when construction was completed, Fr. John
de Santa Gertrudis realized that his sight had been restored!
The colors in the image, known as Our Lady of Las Lajas (Our Lady

From page 1

of the Rocks), have not lost any of their brilliance over the centuries. Like
the image of Our Lady of Guadalupe, the image is not paint or coloring.
Samples collected have proven that the color goes into the rock, and is
evenly distributed and reaches several feet into the face of the cliff. Scien-
tists cannot explain how the image got into the rock.

In 1952, Ven. Pope Pius XII granted a canonical crowning of Our
Lady of Las Lajas and her Divine Son.

Our Lady of Las Lajas, pray for us!



CENACLES UPDATE

MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN

Roman Pikula wrote and told us:

Our Cenacle recently moved from St. Margaret Mary Parish in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin to St. Agnes Parish in Butler, Wisconsin. Our
meetings are on the first and third Thursday of the month, in-person
and on-line. St. Agnes is using the Microsoft Teams app for on-line

meetings until we can afford Google Workspace.

We have finished preparing the Three Holy Hearts Chapel for
Eucharistic Adoration. On Thursday we have started the Adoration of
the Blessed Sacrament from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. At 3:45 p.m. and at 7 p.m.
we pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet with whomever is present in the
chapel. After the Chaplet, we have a short procession with the Blessed
Sacrament back to the tabernacle in the church next door (for now). The
plan is to eventually have 24/7 adoration but ... small steps for now.

This year our Cenacle will have its 10th anniversary since it was

established at St. Margaret Mary Parish. We were very happy to receive

a first-class relic of St. Faustina from Krakéw. There are five relics Adoration experience and the Resource Center in the old convent build-
displayed in the chapel currently: St. Faustina, St. Agnes, St. Andrew ing to provide Catholic faith resources for all ages. With so many private
Bobola, St. Joseph of Cupertino, and St. Michael. We are hoping for businesses (Catholic books and gifts stores) closing, we are trying very
many more saints to join us at Adoration and in the function room hard to make this parish ministry available to the area and eventually

of the St. Agnes Resource Center (Catholic books and gifts as well as to offer on-line purchase options. We need an army of people praying

Catholic programs for all ages). If you know of any relics available, please ~ with the intercessions of our saints as well as an army of people getting

send them our way.

involved with donating their talents, efforts, and resources. We've come

At this moment our hands are still full with organizing the great a long way, and have seen and expect more amazing results.

WANT TO START
A CENACLE?

Visit TheDivineMercy.org/cenacle
for details. After reviewing, please
call 1-877-380-0727 for more

information and materials.

CIALIS, PuerTO RiICcO

Maria Virella wrote and told us:

Today, as I write this summary, I have the opportunity to start a new Spanish EADM Cenacle
group in Puerto Rico with 12 new members to deepen the EADM mission. I am very happy to
receive and guide four married couples and eight more members. Cenacles are continuing to grow in
number and spiritually growing for the glory of God.

I have been working in the formation of Cenacles and in the preparation of members for consecra-
tion as EADM since 2009, beginning in Hartford, Connecticut and extending the mission to Lima,
Peru, and now Puerto Rico. In Ciales, the mission arrived in 2015 and currently we have five conse-
crated cenacles. Two more have begun training with manuals in the towns of Manati and Vega Baja.

We have begun to prepare for the Feast of Divine Mercy by spreading the merciful message to
families and the great blessing that we will obtain by properly preparing ourselves to obtain the graces
promised by our Lord for each one of us. The Novena takes place for nine days at Our Lady of
the Rosary Parish, and we seck to bring people closer to Confession, Eucharist, and doing works of
mercy. Our motto is: “For Christ and His Church.”

Tune into ‘Mercy Unbound’

The internet series called “Mercy Unbound” is going strong and has posted
more than 150 wonderful interviews from a plethora of guests. You can watch
the video or listen to it as a podcast at DrBryanThatcher.com. Click on
“Watch” at the top and you will see a variety of speakers and topics. The shows
are all free. Please subscribe and share as that will help the series grow and get
more exposure on YouTube. Help us spread the word about the truth and

beauty of our faith!
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AT THE BEDSIDE OF THE SICK AND DYING: A GUIDE
FOR PARISH MINISTRY, FAMILY, AND FRIENDS
Mixing Divine Mercy spirituality with practical guidance,
Eucharistic Apostles of The Divine Mercy founder Bryan
Thatcher, MD, and Disciples of Divine Mercy in the Holy
Face of Jesus founder Kathleen Wabick inform, encour-
age, and inspire you to take up this great work of mercy. A
handy introduction to the grace-filled apostolate of praying
for (and with) the sick and dying.
EV-PMBK $3.99

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION

POCKET-SIZE PRAYER CARD

Immaculate Conception image with

the Memorare prayer on the back.
EV-ICBC DIVINE MERCY AND

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION

Prayer cards: 10 FOR $1.60 DOUBLE-SIDED KEY CHAIN
100 FoR $14.00 * 1,000 FOR $100.00 | Double-sided key chains featuring

the Divine Mercy Image on one side
and the Immaculate Conception
image on the other. These hand-
crafted, high gloss epoxy images
are very durable and are the perfect
size for your pocket or purse. Small:
19" x 1", Large: 2 " x 15/s". CENACLE OF THE DIVINE MERCY: CENACLE OF THE DIVINE MERCY:
Small: EV-SMKY $5.95 EWTN PROGRAM SERIES I EWTN PROGRAM SERIES II
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION Large: EV-LGKY $7.95 Join the cenacle members from around Join Fr. Joe Roesch, MIC, and Bryan
LAPEL PIN the country in discussing the impact Thatcher, MD, in further exploration of
Measures %" x 1". EV-IPIN $5.00 of Divine Mercy on their lives. Free the riches of the Divine Mercy message.
Companion Guide included! 4 DVDs. Free Companion Guide included! 4 DVDs.

EV-CGDVD $39.95 EV-CG2DVD $39.95

Additional Companion Guides for each series can be ordered for group use. Call for quantity
pricing; use codes EV-CGER and EV-CGE2.

CENACLE FORMATION MANUALS

Here are the official guides for prayer cenacles, using the
Diary of Saint Maria Faustina Kowalska and integrating

it with Sacred Scripture and the Catechism of the Catholic
Church. By Dr. Bryan and Susan Thatcher. $13 EACH

MANUAL 1: EV-CFM1 3-Book SET: EV-SCFM ($35)
MANUAL 2: EV-CFM2 ALSO AVAILABLE IN SPANISH
MANUAL 3: EV-CFM3

PRAYING THE

CHAPLET FOR THE

BLESSED HANNA CHRZANOWSKA,
RN: A NURSE OF MERCY
Blessed Hanna Chrzanowska, RN: A
Nurse of Mercy was the first lay
registered nurse to be beatified. This
book recounts the extraordinary life
of this holy, 20t"-century woman.

MaARy: WHO SHE IS AND
WHY SHE MATTERS

An overview of the basic truths

about Our Lady and her ongo-

DivINE MERCY
AS A WAY OF LIFE

ing role in the Church today.

EV-HANBK $12.95
EV-MBK $16.95

DivINE MERCY FOr D1vINE MERCY HOME ENTHRONEMENT
AMERICA PRAYER GUIDE & FaMILY CONSECRATION KiT

Use this Divine Mercy for Claim ground for Christ in a real way. This

America Prayer Guide to pray kit makes it easy to solemnly enthrone

for our nation and the whole Jesus, the Divine Mercy as King of Home

world. EV-DMAMC $1.00 and Family. EV-HENT $5.95

To order: Visit ShopMercy.org/eadm
or call 1-800-462-7426.

Live the message
daily through
forgiveness, trust,
and mercy.
EV-DWLN $3.99
Spanish:

EV-DWLS $3.99

LIVING THE
MESSAGE OF
DivINE MERCY
The role of
suffering,
humility, and
spiritual poverty
in our lives.
EV-DWL2 $3.99

SiCK AND DYING
How we can obtain
grace for the dying
souls most in need.
EV-DMPBA $3.99
Spanish:

EV-SDB $3.99

PAMPHLET FOR SICK & DYING: EV-CSDEA

RACHEL, WEEP
No MoRe

Find healing from
the aftereffects of
abortion through
Divine Mercy.
EV-RWNM

$3.99

Pamphlets: 10 For $1.90 * 100 For $16.00 * 1,000 For $120.00




PRAYING FOR THE SICK AND DYING

Faustina had of an Angel, the executor of divine wrath, on the

T he Divine Mercy Chaplet originated from a vision that St.

evening of September 13, 1935. She wrote:

He was clothed in a dazzling robe, his face gloriously bright, a cloud
beneath his feet. From the cloud, bolts of thunder and flashes of lightning
were springing into his hands; and from his hand they were going forth,
and only then were they striking the earth. When I saw this sign of divine
wrath which was about to strike the earth, and

in particular a certain place, which for good

reasons I cannot name, I began to implore the

angel to hold off for a few moments, and the

world would do penance. But my plea was a

mere nothing in the face of the divine anger.

Just then I saw the Most Holy Trinity. The

greatness of Its majesty pierced me deeply, and

I did not dare to repeat my entreaties. At that

very moment [ felt in my soul the power of

Jesus” grace, which dwells in my soul. When I

became conscious of this grace, I was instantly

snatched up before the Throne of God. ...

Never before had I prayed with such inner
power as I did then. The words with which
I entreated God are these: Eternal Father,

I offer You the Body and Blood, Soul and
Divinity of Your dearly beloved Son, Our
Lord Jesus Christ, in atonement for our sins

and those of the whole world; for the sake of

His sorrowful Passion, have mercy on us.

The next morning, when I entered chapel,
I heard these words interiorly: Every time
you enter the chapel, immediately recite
the prayer which I taught you yesterday.
When I had said the prayer, in my soul I
heard these words: This prayer will serve
to appease My wrath. You will recite it
for nine days, on the beads of the rosary,
in the following manner: First of all, you
will say one OUR FATHER and HAIL MARY and the I BELIEVE
IN GOD. Then on the OUR FATHER beads you will say the fol-
lowing words: Eternal Father, I offer You the Body and Blood, Soul
and Divinity of Your dearly beloved Son, Our Lord Jesus Christ, in
atonement for our sins and those of the whole world. On the HAIL
MARY beads you will say the following words: For the sake of His
sorrowful Passion have mercy on us and on the whole world. In
conclusion, three times you will recite these words: Holy God, Holy
Mighty One, Holy Immortal One, have mercy on us and on the
whole world (Diary, 474-476).

GOD AND SOULS was the motto of St. Faustina. Our ministry aim,
as was hers, is in saving souls. Our Lord asked her to pray and offer the
Chaplet for sinners and the dying, saying: “Pray as much as you can for
the dying. By your entreaties [that is, insistent prayers] obtain for them
trust in My mercy, because they have most need of trust, and have it
the least. Be assured that the grace of eternal salvation for certain souls
in their final moment depends on your prayer. You know the whole
abyss of My mercy, so draw upon it for yourself and especially for
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Ralph Sheldon kindly sent us this photo of

the framed Apostolic blessing in the Adoration
Chapel at Holy Spirit Church in Tempe,
Arizona. If your pastor agrees to displaying the
blessing in your church or chapel, please reach
out for more information by emailing Dr. Bryan
Thatcher at DrBryanThatcher@gmail.com.

poor sinners. Sooner would heaven and earth turn into nothingness
than would My mercy not embrace a trusting soul” (Diary, 1777).

Saint Faustina was often given the grace to know when a certain dying
person desired or needed prayer; she would be alerted to the moment, by her
Guardian Angel or by Our Lord Himself. At those times she would pray until
she no longer felt the need to pray, or a sense of peace came upon her, or she
learned that the person had died, or heard the soul say, “Thank You!”

One of the best means of assisting the dying is the one that Jesus
revealed to St. Faustina and insisted that she
use often — even continuously: The Divine
Mercy Chaplet. Jesus said: “My daughter,
encourage souls to say the chaplet which I
have given to you. It pleases Me to grant
everything they ask of Me by saying the
chaplet. ... Write that when they say this
chaplet in the presence of the dying, I will
stand between My Father and the dying
person, not as the just Judge but as the
merciful Savior” (Diary, 1541). Earlier,

Our Lord said to her, “At the hour of their
death, I defend as My own glory every soul
that will say this chaplet; or when others
say it for a dying person, the indulgence is
the same” (Diary, 811).

What if the person prays from a distance?
Saint Faustina had a love for the sick and
dying, and prayed for them with great fervor.
The following experiences recorded in her
Diary make it clear that one does not have to
be at the bedside physically. She wrote: “Tt
sometimes happens that the dying person is
in the second or third building away, yet for
the spirit, space does not exist. It sometimes
happens that I know about a death occurring
several hundred kilometers away. This has hap-
pened several times with regard to my family
and relatives and also sisters in religion, and
even souls whom I have not known during
their lifetime” (Diary, 835). She also wrote,
“My daughter, help Me to save a certain dying sinner. Say the chaplet
that I have taught you for him. When I began to say the chaplet, I saw
the man dying in the midst of terrible torment and struggle. His Guardian
Angel was defending him, but he was, as it were, powerless against the
enormity of the soul’s misery. A multitude of devils was waiting for the soul.
But while I was saying the chaplet, I saw Jesus just as He is depicted in the
image. The rays which issued from Jesus” Heart enveloped the sick man,
and the powers of darkness fled in panic. The sick man peacefully breathed
his last. When I came to myself, I understood how very important the chap-
let was for the dying. It appeases the anger of God” (Diary, 1565).

These words are particularly relevant for members of the ministry and
all Eucharistic Adorers. In chapels throughout the world, they are reciting
or praying the Chaplet for the sick and dying. Moreover, on the occasion
of the Great Jubilee of the year 2000, the Holy Father, Pope St. John
Paul 11, by a personally-signed parchment, imparted a Special Apostolic
Blessing “to all the faithful, who during Adoration of Our Most Merciful
Savior in the Most Blessed Sacrament of the altar will be praying the
Divine Mercy Chaplet for the sick and for those throughout the world
who will be dying in that hour.”
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Evangelize on the Go!

E N EEn with our exclusive line of EADM products
vo “ n “ E lP' EADM LOGO SHIRTS NURSING WITH
= THE HANDS OF JESUS

A spiritual guide for nurses on
how to use the Divine Mercy
message and devotion with
the sick, injured and dying.
EV-NTH) $3.99
EADM relies on your generosity to keep the
ministry running. Help us continue to bring the

message of Divine Mercy to a hurting world.
DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET

FOR THE SICK AND THE DYING
This pamphlet answers questions
about praying the Divine Mercy
Chaplet for the dying. EV-CSDEA
PRICING ON PAGE 4

Please donate to EADM today. POLO-SHIRT T-SHIRT
$25 $15
EV-PSEAS EV-TSEAS
EV-PSEAM EV-TSEAM
EV-PSEAL EV-TSEAL
EV-PSEAXL EV-TSEAXL
EV-PSEAXXL EV-TSEAXXL OVERSHADOW ME
Songs praising God's
VILNIUS IMAGE SHIRT goodness in voice and
Wear your faith on your string. By Annie Karto.

Call 1-800-462-7426, sleeve, or at least on your EV-OMCD $16

shirt, with these Ts

visit Marian.org/eadm, and polos. $22

EV-DMTSS

or use the enclosed envelope. [

EV-DMTSL

EV-DMTSXL
GET YOUR EADM LAPEL PIN EV-DMTSX0L

PERFECT SACRIFICE
Rekindle Eucharistic
amazement with this
contemplative CD by Annie
Karto. EV-PSCD $15

with a donation of $25 or more

t(é\tlhfpngggtl\rny To order: Visit ShopMercy.org/eadm or call 1-800-462-7426.

SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS

Dr. Bryan Thatcher, director of Eucharistic Apostles of The Divine
Mercy, will be speaking on the following dates:

* June 4, 2025: “The Severity of the Human Trafficking Problem
and How to Recognize.” Healthcare Professionals for Divine
Mercy Conference, The National Shrine of The Divine Mercy,
Stockbridge, Massachusetts.

* September 5-7, 2025: Men's Resurrection Retreat, Tampa, Florida.

Call EADM at 1-877-380-0727 for more information.

Consider a Day of Reflection. Dr. Bryan Thatcher, director of
Eucharistic Apostles of The Divine Mercy, gives talks that focus on
Divine Mercy; St. Faustina and Praying the Chaplet for the Sick and .
Dying; and Mary, Mother of Mercy.

If your cenacle would like to have Dr. Thatcher speak at your
parish, call the EADM office at 1-877-380-0727.

Our address is: Dr. Bryan Thatcher, EADM,12452 Horseshoe Bend Drive, Lithia, FL 33547.




